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F A C U LT Y

TENNYSON SAMRAJ, PhD 
Professor of Philosophy
Tennyson Samraj is a lecturer in the philosophy department at 
Burman University where he routinely teaches courses on both 
philosophy and religion. He carried out his studies in India, earn-
ing his PhD in Philosophy at the Pune University. He has trav-
eled extensively with his students across the globe, teaching 
about the various ideologies and paradigms that inform different 
cultures. His personal journeys have taken him to every conti-
nent on the planet, including Antarctica. Dr Samraj’s passions 
lie with his students in the classroom and his artwork depict-
ing portraits of many great and noteworthy figures in history. 

BRUCE BOYD, DMin 
Professor of Religious Studies

Bruce Boyd is a professor of Religious Studies at Burman Uni-
versity who specializes in conflict transformation - more com-
monly referred to as conflict resolution. He teaches courses 
in applied Christianity in addition to giving presentations in 
various venues, serving also as a conflict coach and media-
tor. Dr Boyd graduated with a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Andrews University in 1995 and was recognized in 2003 as 
a Certified Christian Conciliator by Peacemaker Ministries.

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest .” 
-  Benjamin Frankl in

PETER WASS, PhD 
Professor of Psychology
Dr. Wass trained in Clinical Neuropsychology at the University of 
Windsor. He has been actively teaching as an Associate Professor 
of Psychology at Burman University for over 20 years, as well as 
supervising both undergraduate and graduate level students in 
both clinical and research activities over the years. He has been 
actively engaged for about 20 years in his private practice providing 
diagnostic assessments with children, adolescents, and adults who 
present with a wide range of presenting concerns and complaints.

PAUL & DONNALEE LEHMANN, MPH 
Professors of Outward Pursuits

Paul Lehmann serves as the Chair of the Outward Pursuits department 
at Burman University. He has a passion for young people and helping 
them to develop their talents and capabilities. He is highly regarded for 
his role in mentoring and motivating both individuals and groups through 
his passion for training leaders, team players, and graduates dedicated to 
service. DonnaLee has had experience working in public health, health 
education, international development, occupational therapy, and admin-
istration. She is a passionate instructor and has been the leader of over 
a dozen international service projects. She actively teaches in a broad 
spectrum of areas including courses in Health, Adventure-Based Coun-
selling, Outward Pursuits, and Wilderness Studies.



CRISTIAN NEACSU, DMA
Assistant Professor of Music
Romanian born violinist Cristian Neacsu is Assistant Professor of 
Music and Orchestra Director at Burman University. He holds a 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree from University of Illinois. Through-
out his career Dr. Neacsu has had the opportunity to collaborate 
with and be mentored by prominent artists such as Stefan Milen-
kovich, Piotr Milewsky, Herbert Bloomsted, Sherban Lupu, Berick 
Yehonatan, Carla Trenchyuk, Kurt Sassmannshaus, Guillaume Tardif, 
Claudio Gonzalez, Corina Bololoi, Octavian Ratiu among others, 
and renowned groups such as Jupiter Quartet and Pacifica Quartet.

S T U D E N T S

PEKKA MÄÄTTÄNEN, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Biology

Pekka Määttänen completed a Specialist (Hon. B.Sc) in Cell and Molecu-
lar Biology at the University of Toronto. Having gained some undergradu-
ate research experience, he pursued graduate studies in the lab of David 
Y. Thomas at McGill University and received his PhD in Biochemistry in 
2010. With experience working for the Vaccine and Infectious Disease 
Organization International Vaccine Centre in Saskatoon and the Hos-
pital for Sick Children Research Institute in Toronto, Pekka now serves 
as an Assistant Professor of Biology at Burman University where he is 
pursuing studies relating diet, mental health, and the human gut microbe.

SAMUELLE HENRY
Religious Studies Major
Samuelle Henry is in her fifth year of studies at Burman Uni-
versity. Born in Barbados, she has lived in Canada now for six 
years and is working towards a Bachelors Degree in Religious 
Studies with a minor in Counselling Psychology. Since attend-
ing Burman, she has discovered a passion for activism with 
a particular emphasis on women’s rights and feminist stud-
ies. Samuelle serves currently as the Administrative Director 
for Burman University’s Campus Ministries team and is a fre-
quent contributor to the student newspaper The Chronicle. 

OLEKSII ZAHREBA 
Student, PAA

Founder of BibleChallenges.me
An international student from Ukraine, Oleksii is cur-
rently enrolled at Parkview Adventist Academy in grade 
12. Interested in International Affairs and Humanitarian-
ism. His life goal is to provide as much help as he can to 
those who suffer from war conflicts around the world.  
Actively involved in ministering online and in a real life.

“The good l i fe is one inspired by love 
and guided by knowledge .” 

-  Ber trand Russel l



VISION
To encour age  the  sp read  o f  i dea s  wor th  l i v i ng .

MISSION
To p rov ide  a  p l a t fo r m fo r  the  bes t  and  b r i gh te s t  o f 
Bu r man  Un i ve r s i t y ’s  f a cu l t y, a l umn i , and  s tuden t s  to 
sha re  the i r  i dea s , t e l l  t he i r  s to r i e s , and  engage  w i th 
aud iences  ac ros s  Canada .

LOREN AGREY, PhD
President, Burman University 

Dr. Agrey’s first sojourn at College Heights began in 1978 when he came to 
the high school division of Canadian Union College to begin his grade 11 
year. When he graduated from high school in 1980, he began coursework at 
CUC to become a teacher. In 2010, Loren was asked to serve as President 
of Asia-Pacific International University in Thailand. Five years later, in order to 
be closer to family, he moved to Kettering College in Dayton, OH, to serve as 
Dean for Undergraduate Academic Affairs. In 2017, he returned to the Bur-
man University campus to serve as the 25th president. His vision for Burman 
University focuses on growth, excellence, advancement, and student success.

AZALEA LEHNDORFF, MPH
Medical Student, University of Calgary
Azalea manages A Better World’s 100 Classrooms Project, 
ensuring that accessibility to education for women is increased. 
Her extensive experience with humanitarian work has brought 
her from Kenya to Afghanistan to Iraq. She is the recipient of the 
2018 ACGC Top 30 Under 30, 2016 CMA National Award for 
Young Leaders, and 2010 Young Citizen of the Year Award Red 
Deer. She is currently in her last year of medical school at the 
University of Calgary.

RON SYDENHAM, MDiv 
Pastor, Retired

Pastor Ron Sydenham served as the head pastor of College Heights 
SDA Church for over 18 years. He and his wife Nicole both grew 
up in Montréal, Québec, and came to Burman University (CUC) 
in 1929 when Ron felt the call to become a pastor. He has worked 
in several churches around Canada, and has completed the Master 
of Divinity Program at Andrews University. Pastor Ron sums up his 
ministry as a focus on “the little things” that can greatly impact lives. 

A L U M N I



Facu l ty

TENNYSON SAMRAJ
P ro fe s so r  o f  Ph i l o s ophy

God , Re l i g ion , Ph i l o sophy, 
E th i c s

JOHN MCDOWELL
Dean , D i v i s i on  o f  A r t s  
P ro fe s so r  o f  Eng l i s h

Crea t i v i t y, A l t e r i t y, Ar t , 
Poe t r y, Beau t y, Tr u th

BRUCE BOYD
P ro fe s so r  o f 

Re l i g i ou s  S tud i e s
Con f l i c t , Re l i g ion

PETER WASS
As soc i a t e  P ro fe s so r 

o f  P s y c ho l og y
Psycho logy

TIM BUTTLER
As s i s t an t  P ro fe s so r  o f 

Educa t i on
Lea r n ing , Crea t i v i t y

PAUL & DONNALEE 
LEHMANN
P ro fe s so r s  o f 

Ou twa rd  Pu r su i t s
Leader sh ip , Teamwor k , 

Hea l th , Wi lde r nes s  Su r v i v -
a l , Emer gency  and  D i s a s te r 

Response , Hydro the r apy, 
S t re s s  Management , Team 

Bu i l d i ng

ADAM KIŠ
As s i s t an t  P ro fe s so r  o f 
I n t e rna t i ona l  S t ud i e s

I n te r na t iona l  Deve lop -
ment , H IV /A IDS , Resea rch 

Methods , M i s s ion  Wor k

PEKKA MÄÄTTÄNEN
As s i s t an t  P ro fe s so r 

o f  B i o l og y
Resea rch , B io logy, 

D i s cove r y

PATSY GLATT
As soc i a t e  P ro fe s so r 

o f  Eng l i s h
Dive r s i t y  i n  Educa t ion , 

Crea t i v i t y, Nar r a t i ve

SHEILA CLARK
L i b ra r i an

Wor kshops

MARC FROESE
P ro fe s so r  o f 

I n t e rna t i ona l  S t ud i e s
Cur ren t  Even t s , 

I n te r na t iona l  Re l a t ions , 
Geopo l i t i c s

LOUICIUS MICHEL 
P ro fe s so r  o f  Bu s i ne s s

En t rep reneur sh ip , Bus i ne s s 
Wor kshops

CRISTIAN NEACSU
As s i s t an t  P ro fe s so r  o f 

Mus i c
V io l i n , p i ano , words  o f 

i n sp i r a t ion

LOREN AGREY
Un i ve r s i t y  P re s i den t

I n te r na t iona l  educa t ion , 
adm in i s t r a t ion

Alumni

ERIC RAJAH
Chair, BU Advancement

International 
Development, Business Mod-

els , Humanitar ianism 

AZALEA LEHNDORFF
Founder, 100 Classrooms Project

International 
Development, Education for 
Women, International Health

RON SYDENHAM
Boa rd  o f  D i re c t o r s  Cha i r , 

A  Be t t e r  Wor l d
Fo rmer  Pa s t o r, 

Co l l e ge  He i gh t s  Chu r c h

MORGAN 
HEMMINGSON

B i o l og y  Ma jo r
Ar t i s t , F ree th i nke r, 
S cho l a r s  S tuden t

KEITH LEAVITT 
Retired Professor of Education

Educa t ion

RONDA ZIAKRIS
Educa t ion

Students

JESSICA JACOBSON
Mus i c  Ma jo r

Mus i c i an , Poe t

SAMUELLE HENRY
Re l i g i ou s  S tud i e s  Ma jo r

Femin i s t , Speake r

EULAINE NDHLOVU
Behav i ou ra l  S c i en ce  Ma jo r
Founder  o f  Bu r man  B l a ck 

S tuden t  A l l i ance

BOB HONEST
Wel l ne s s  Ma jo r

Asp i r i ng  Bus i ne s sman , 
Ha i r cu t s  fo r  Human i t y

SPENCER PAGE
Eng l i s h  and  I n t e rna t i ona l 

S t ud i e s  Ma jo r
Wr i te r, S tuden t  Leader, 

S cho l a r s  S tuden t

RECHELLE-LEE SMITH
Behav i ou ra l  S c i en ce  Ma jo r
Ed i to r  o f  The  Chron i c l e

MORGHIN SMALL
Educa t i on  Ma jo r

Mus i c i an , Asp i r i ng 
Educa to r 

DAKOTA HEISLER 
Mus i c  Ma jo r

Voca l i s t , Chor a l  En thus i a s t

PETER DODDS 
Env i ronmen ta l  B i o l og y 

Ma jo r
Crea t ion i sm , env i ronmen-
t a l  s c i ence , and  suburb i a

OLEKSI I  ZAHREBA
PAA  S tuden t

I n te r na t iona l  Con f l i c t , 
Peace  and  J u s t i ce

ALL SPEAKERS



HOW TO BOOK
 
Contac t  Bu r man  Un i ve r s i t y ’s  O f f i ce  o f  Ad-
vancement  to  book  a  speake r  o r  mus i c i an  fo r 
your  upcoming  even t . Contac t  i n fo r mat ion 
be low.

LEARN MORE
The  l i s t  o f  speake r s  i s  upda ted  on  our  web-
s i t e  seve r a l  t imes  pe r  yea r. I f  you  have  spe -
c i f i c  top i c s  o f  i n te re s t  t ha t  you  a re  hop ing  to 
hea r  abou t , p l ea se  con tac t  u s  and  we  w i l l  t r y 
to  make  a r r angement s  su i t ed  to  your  needs .

www.burmanu . ca

Contac t

Er i c  Ra j ah    er a j ah@bur manu . ca

403-782-3381


